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Community-University Concept
 Encourages researchers and community
members to cooperatively construct solutions
appropriate to specific contexts and situations.
 Brings the resources of universities together
with the most pressing issues communities now
face.
 Benefits both campus and community.
 Community engagement works best when it is
linked to the university’s core mission of
knowledge building.
Source: Silka and Renault;Caragianes, 2006: 171-173, 180
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UNO MURP Practicum
 Serves as the capstone course of the Urban
and Regional Planning Master’s degree.
 Requires graduate students to produce
professional work for a local client.
 An opportunity to engage with communities on
issues that are important to them.
 A memorable experience for our students.
 Topics have included economic development,
environmental hazards, affordable housing,
recreation planning, transportation, zoning and
land use, and historic preservation.
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Final report and
slides delivered to
the community in
hard copy and
electronically, also
posted online at:
transportation.uno.
edu/publications
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Public notice from the
New Orleans City
Council Transportation
Committee announcing
the presentation by
UNO students and two
community
representatives .
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Letter from New
Orleans City Council
to the President &
CEO of the Port of
New Orleans
requesting collective
action by all
responsible parties.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Conclusions
1. Success was associated with adherence
to the community-university concept,
which requires full-fledged partnership
among equals and continued
engagement.
2. The student’s report brought great
momentum to the community’s efforts.
3. Faculty continue to be engaged with this
community even though the students
have graduated.
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Thank You
E-mail:
Web:

eanance@uno.edu
www.chart.uno.edu
www.plus.uno.edu
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